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and Italian; but the Swiss are a nation by themselves, and
not a part of the French, German or Italian nations. It is
not necessarily a matter of religion, either, for there are
people of various religions in countries like England and
Germany. Then* is it a matter of racial origin? But the
English (and still more the American) nation is a mixture
of people of many races. They are made up of the ancient
Britons who were Celts, the Romans, the Picts and Scots,
the Angles from Germany, the Danes and the Northmen*
the Normans from France. The United States consists
of all the various immigrant peoples such as Germans,
Italians, Russians, Swedes, etc. What, then, is this puzzling
thing we call a * nation'?

In history, specially from this point onwards, we use the
names of the various nations as if they were the Barnes
of enormous personalities. We speak of England attacking
Spain, and Germany invading France. We even attribute
feelings to these personalities, as when we say that Russia
was afraid of being invaded by Japan. And we have made
pictures of these persons too; you have surely seen the image of

* Britannia' on a British penny, a lady with a three-pronged
spear, and a shield and helmet.   Or you have seen cartoons of

* Uncle  Sam*  and  'John  Bull',  or pictures  of *Hocfaor
India'.    What are they?    The answer is: they are ideas.

Probably you will say that, if they are only ideas* they
may easily change. That is exactly what hi happened.
Fifty years ago, people in India never thought of them-
selves as sons and daughters of Mother India, They tihought
of themselves as Rajputs, or Bengalis or Tamils ors more
probably, as Brahmins or Ksfaatriyas. In the same way,
m the days of Leonardo da Vinci the Italians did net
think of themselves as members of the Italian cation; they
thought of themselves as men .of Florence, or of Milan.
Further back in history, a Frank who was an official under
Roman rule was much prouder of being a Roman citizen
than of being a Frank. It depends, you see, upon the extent
to which people fed that they have interests in common.
If you were a Roman Catholic, for example, or a Muslim^